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According to the Mississippi Agricultural Statistics Service, there were 3.5 days suitable for fieldwork for the
week ending April 28, 1996, The main farming activities for the week included planting comn, rice, sorghum
and soybeans. Excessive rain and cool soil temperatures have delayed the planting of cotton, Wheat and pasture
conditions are beginning to improve but are behind on maturity, Cattle producers are gearing up to start
harvesting ryegrass hay. Soil moisture conditions were rated 3 percent short, 63 percent adequate and 34 percent
surplus,

Progress in Percentages Conditions in Percentages
This [ Last 5-¥r | Very .
Excelien
Itern Event Week | Waek 1995 Avg || Poor Poor| Fair {Good t
Planted 50 a7 89 75
ki G a7 49 4
Com Emerged 70 | 53 | 73 | 59
Cotton Planted 4 2 25 26 - — - s -
Planted 58 43 77 49 0
i o 68 32
Rice Emerged 30 | 24 156 14a || ©
Planted 80 50 48 4z
I3 4] & 43 50 3
Sorghum Emerged 38 | 26 | 32 | a0
Saybeans Planted 24 15 19 8 —- - — - -
Jointing 89 82 39 97
[s] 1 25 4 20
Wheat Heading 45 | 37 184 | 72 5
Peanuts Plartsd 26 5 | 34 27 ] — - -
Sweet potatoes Planted g 5 3 10 — — -— e -—
Watermelons Plantad 67 52 66 88 Q 2 23 G0 16
Blusberries 0 18 34 22 3
Cattle 1 g 36 48 8
Pasture 1 13 44 31 31

County Agent Comments

“Fiea beetles are damaging corn but the warmer weather is starting to let the corn grow out of it. Some cotton
is going in the ground - everyone is ready to start.”

— Steve Winters, Grenada County

“Heavy rains from the previous week flooded bottom land fields. About 25% of planted scres will have to be
repianted. Pastures are slow coming out. On severely grazed pastures there was considerable stand foss on
bermuda grass. Caitle producers are busy evaluating pastures and planning to reestablish stands.”

— Ed Williams, Oktibbeha County

“Need to keep a close eye on wheat. There is guite 2 bit septoia but not enough to treat in most fields. Flag leaves
are still clear. If we get sunshine we can probably avoid a treatment. Plants should be in dough stage by middle
of next week. We are about a week behind on maturigy.”

- Bill Maily, Hinds County

“Harvesting of ryegrass for bay and/or haylage is in full swing. Periodic, widely scattered thundersiorms over
the weekend hindered desirable hay curing, however, most fields whick were cut in mid-wesk have heen haled,
Many more acres will be cut this week. Cormn fields look great.”

- Lamar Adzms, Walthall County

“Spring thunderstorms continue to cause delays in the completion of com and watermelon planting. Just when
fields are dry enough to work, more rain comes, Some soybean ground is ready for planting. Wheat is headed
and looking good. Several producers are planning to cut ryegrass for hay next week,"

— Allen McReynolds, Wayne County
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Weather SumméFV'From April 22, 1996 to April 28, 1996 For Mississipp!
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District/Station - o i ‘;Rai'n O Pan
Max _:t_\{!l_n, | Ave [Noim DF.N. Week DFN Days |Weeks Max | Min | Ave {Evap
1. Upper Delta
Clarksdale 78 49 B85 68 -1 6.12 +3.65 2 5,90 74 57 86 0.38
Cleveland - 82 BO 86 3.43 2z §.08
Tunica
Extrame/Average a2 45 88 66 -1 4.28 +2.82 2 5,99 74 57 88 .38
2. North-Central . . ’
Holly Springs 81 3B 852 63 ~1 1.38 -0.08 Z. 1.83 73 53 84 025
Meormphis : 82 47 B85 a6 <1 0.88 -0.83 2 2.19
Oxford . 81 40 82 84 -2 1,80 +0.82 2z 3.87
ExtremelAverage 22 38 83 84 =T 1.8 -0.08 2 270 73 b3 44 Q.28
3. Northessat )
Hooneville a1 42 82 84 -2 3.08 +1.8% 2 5.93
Corinth 82 41 85 85 0 280 +1.22 2 4.81
fuka 78 38 ag 3.28 3 5.38
Pontotoc 82 41 28 64 -1 3.1 +1.79 3 5.65 78 57 88 0,30
Tupelo 84 44 2] 85 + 1 1.86 +0:68 2 5.29
Vearona 80 43 84 2.78 ES 5.93 7 63 84 0.28
Extreme/Average g4 35 53 8s -t 2.80 +1.44 kS B.47 78 [=Xc) 88 0,22
4. Lower Delta
Belzoni A& 48 87 58 -1 1.80 +0.48 1 7.03 88 62 73
Greenwood a7 48 69 87 +2 0.8 -0.28 1 5.268
Roefling Fork a8 4.8 87 1.7 +0.78 1 7.20 £8 85 76 Q.24
Stoneville
Yazoo Gity 88 48 7O 88 +2  0.00 -1.30 i3} 1.60
Extreme/Average &7 445 a8 &3 +1 1.18 -0,10 1 B.27 88 62 74 0.24
8. Central
Carthage : 84 a4z &3 67 O 200 +0.78 2z 4.81
Jacksan 8% 46 69 &8 +1  2.07 +0.9% 2 B.B8
Winona 81 38 82 84 «2 183 +0.B9 z 8.33
. Exgreme/Average 85 et 6§ 86 G 2.00 +0.74 4 8.24
4, Fast-Ceniral :
Brooksville 2123 EO Fiel Q.37 -1.18 1 3.22 73 857 85
Columbus &7 44 838 0.89 z B5.13
State University &2 42 g8 65 -1 0.82 -0.80 1 1.87 80 %3] 89
Extremef Average 57 &2 G8 1+ +2 083 -0.84 1 3.414 80 BB 67
7. Southwaest ) '
Crystal Springs 85 48 69 N .88 1 5,31 83 68 78
Natchez 85 48 71 70 +1  2.36 +0.82 z 6.06 R
QOakley 121 45 67 2.81 +1.77 2 5.91 B4 B8 7z
Vickshurg 86 51 88 4.84 z 7.48 o
Extreme/Average 86 45 68 70 -1 B.37 +2.13 2 8.48 &4 2 72
&. South-Centrat -
Celumbia 28 a7 88 70 <2 B.22 +1.88 4 5.02
MoComb 84 47 89 89 + 1 Q.78 -0.67 z 1.38
ExtremealAverage 88 47 3] 658 & 2.00 +0.68 3 3.22
9. Southsast
Beaumont 28 486 68 0,79 3 3.79 84 &89 72
Hattieshurg a3 48 89 70 -1 0.83 -0.21 2 B.22
Laure! ’
Meridian 86 43 68 G7 +1 .82 -0.61 2 3.49 :
Mewtorn 85 42 &7 857 G 1.26 40,20 3 4.20 77 B2 68 0.z21
ExtremefAverage 86 42 68 68 O 0980 -0.2% 3 4,18 &4 B2 68 0.21
10. Coastal
Bay $t. Louis £3 46 67 0.42 2 12.04
Bifoxi . &1 b4 73 71 +2 200 +0.85 1 6.83
Guifport 82 ¢ 61 71 10 1.62 +0.28 1 8.71
Pascagouia 80 48 E7 71 -5 017 -0.89 1 8.76
Poplarville 85 49 55 70 -2 0,32 -0.88 2 3.83 86 89 72 .21
Extreme/Average | 86 71 -4 0891 -0.21 1 8.21 g5 53 72 021
Stata a7 67 -1 1.86 +0.84 2 5,12 88 52 88 Q.24
Abbreviations: DFN = Departure frem Normal
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